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Runaway Advertisements from the Caribbean

The below transcribed advertisements are a small selection from a much larger collection of sources collated by Douglas B. Chambers, available to download here: https://dloc.com/AA00021144/00001/pdf 

Newspaper: Cornwall Chronicle
Place: Santa Cruz, St. Elizabeth
Date: 4 February 1777

Citation: Chambers, Douglas B., "Jamaica Runaway Slaves: 18th Century" (2013).
Documenting Runaway Slaves. Paper 2. https://dloc.com/AA00021144/00001/pdf

Ran away, from ISAAC RODRIGUES PENHA on Thursday the 30th of January last, a small creole boy named MONDAY, the two middle fingers of his right hand are contracted, occasioned by being burnt, has large navel, had on when he went away a check shirt, without any breeches, as he could not wear them on account of a whipping, he had a few days before. He took with him a large Spanish grey horse and went through knock Patrick in company with a Spanish mulatto fellow who calls himself MARTIN who is a known rogue for stealing horses. It is supposed he has incited the boy to go with him, that he may sell him and the horse; … The said Martin has changed the boy’s name to TOM.”
  
Newspaper: Cornwall Chronicle
Place: Westmoreland
Date: 14 April 1783

Citation: Chambers, Douglas B., "Jamaica Runaway Slaves: 18th Century" (2013).
Documenting Runaway Slaves. Paper 2. https://dloc.com/AA00021144/00001/pdf

Run away, in September last a Negro boy, named DICKEY, about 5ft 5 in. high; he took with him a bay she-mule. Some time after, he was taken up, and harboured by one John Demerlin who lived upon Good Hope Estate in Trelawny, but had left that property. In his way to the Plantain Garden River, through St. Mary, he sold the mule to Mr. Mark Adams of Islington Estate, who reading a former advertisement, and the mule answering the description, very honestly and much to his credit immediately intimated to the proprietor, by which conduct the mule has been recovered. John Demerlin lodges at a Mrs. Campbell’s in Kingston, where the boy Dickey waited on him for some time but was taken up at the lodging house and committed to gaol. By enquiry at Mrs. Campbell’s Demerlin has assumed the name of Dipple [sic] . Dickey, when taken out of the gaol made his escape, and is supposed still to be in Kingston. John Demerlin, alias Dipple, is a good looking man, about 5ft 6 or 7in.high, short sandy, and well made. Whoever will give information of the Demerlin, alias Dipple, so that he may be taken up to answer the above charge, shall receive ten Pounds reward; and whoever secures Dickey in any of the gaols, informing JOHN LEWIS, of Westmoreland thereof, shall receive five Pounds reward. 

Newspaper: Jamaica Mercury
Place: East Kingston
Date: 2 July 1779

Citation: Chambers, Douglas B., "Jamaica Runaway Slaves: 18th Century" (2013).
Documenting Runaway Slaves. Paper 2. https://dloc.com/AA00021144/00001/pdf

Run away, from the Subscriber about ten days ago, a good-looking boy named LONDON ages about 13 years. He had on when he went away, a long frock, and is marked on the left shoulder with B S.  It is supposed he is gone to Martha-Brae, as he lived two years there with Captain BEN SMITH. Also, a likely boy, aged about 11 or 12 years, named BOB. They were seen about five days ago near the Angels, beyond Spanish Town, by John Douglass a free mulatto boy who, knowing them to be my property laid hold of one of them; but a higgling woman that brings plantains to Spanish Town rescued him and said he was her son. Bob was lately to Capt. WILLIAM SMITH of Kingston. Whoever will give information of the said two Negro boys, or lodge them in any of the gaol, giving notice thereof to the Subscriber, shall receive two Pistoles for each of them, and all charges paid. JOSEPH HOWELL. 

Newspaper: Royal Gazette
Place: Wakefield, St Ann.
Date: 1 December 1791

Citation: Chambers, Douglas B., "Jamaica Runaway Slaves: 18th Century" (2013).
Documenting Runaway Slaves. Paper 2. https://dloc.com/AA00021144/00001/pdf

Ran away, from the subscriber from the beginning of June 1790, a mulatto boy, named JOHN MACCRAE, about 16 years of age, remarkable smart and fond of dress, which he will procure by an improper means; in stature about 4 ft 6 in. high, marked on both shoulders H T. He had been committed to gaol for attempting, as was supposed to rob the house of Mr. Thomas Stoney from hence he made his escape, and has not since been heard of, further than that he passes himself as a free boy, about the tons of Kingston and Spanish town, where it is supposed he is now harboured. He is both plausible and artful, and can be very handy as a cook or tailor, and was not long since working at a tailor’s shop in Spanish Town. He was formerly the property of Mr. JAMES DUNBAR. Whoever will deliver him to the Subscriber, or safely lodge him in any gaol or workhouse in this island, shall receive a reward of five Pounds; and a further reward of twenty Pounds will be given upon proof of any white person harbouring him, or ten Pounds, if by a person of colour, on conviction. All captains the masters of vessels are hereby warned not take the said mulatto boy off the country, as they will be prosecuted to the utmost rigour of the law. N.B. He has been seen lately in Kingston, where he passed by a name different from that before mentioned. H.W. TUCKER
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