Analysing the Barbados Slave Code of 1661What characteristics are legally being linked to black people? What do these terms mean?
What word is being used interchangeably with the Spanish word for ‘black’? What connection between skin colour/race and status is legally being made here?

Former laws do not recognised that “Slaves…Negroes”, are “an heathenish, brutish, and an uncertain dangerous kind of people”, that must be controlled through laws to protect plantations and rule “how to govern such Slaves”... “we are not to leave them to the arbitrary, cruel, and outrageous wills of every evil disposed person”, but instead “protect them as we do many other goods and Chattels”… as they have no knowledge of God, white people have a duty to look after the enslaved persons for their own good.
“If any ... slave whatsoever shall offer any violence to any Christian by striking or the like, such ... slave shall for his or her first offence be severely whipped by the Constable. For his second offence of that nature he shall be severely whipped, his nose slit, and be burned in some part of his face with a hot iron. And being brutish slaves, [they] deserve not, for the baseness of their condition” to receive the rights to a trial or a jury.

Paraphrased and quoted from:
(https://slaverylawpower.org/barbados-slave-code/)
What punishments are being outlined here if an enslaved person tried to fight for their freedom?
Glossary:
Heathen - non-Christian.
Brutish - resembling a beast.
Arbitrary - random choice.
Chattels - items of property.
Baseness - lack of moral principles, bad character.


Which of these do laws allow for? Explain why you have selected what you have.Legitimacy (justification for owning enslaved people)     To protect all groups involved          To protect rights

	What attitudes stayed the same before and after the Barbados Code?
	What new ideas about racial difference did the Barbados code introduce?

	


























[bookmark: _GoBack]
	






Analysing the Barbados Slave Code of 1661


 


 


 


Which of these do laws allow for? 


Explain why you have selected what you 


have.


 


Former laws do not recognised that 


“Slaves…Negroes”, are “an 


heathenish


, 


brutish


, 


and an 


uncertain dangerous


 


kind of people”, that 


must be controlled through laws to protect 


planta


tions and rule “how to govern such Slaves”... 


“


we are not to leave them to the arbitrary, cruel, 


and outrageous wills of every evil disposed 


person


”, but instead “protect them as we do many 


other goods and 


Chattels


”… as they have no 


knowledge of God, white


 


people have a duty to look 


after the enslaved persons for their own good.


 


“If any ... slave whatsoever shall offer any violence 


to any Christian by striking or the like, such ... slave 


shall for his or her first offence be 


severely 


whipped


 


by the Constable. For his second offence 


of that nature he shall be severely whipped, his 


nose slit


, and be 


burned in some part of his face 


with a hot iron


. And being 


brutish slaves


, [they] 


deserve not, for the 


baseness 


of their condition” to 


receive the 


rights to a trial or a jury.


 


 


Paraphrased and quoted from:


 


(


https://slaverylawpower.org/barbados


-


slave


-


code/


)


 


What word is being used 


interchangeably with the Spanish 


word for ‘black’? What connection 


between skin colour/race and status 


is legally being


 


made here?


 


What characteristics are legally 


being linked to black people? What 


do these terms mean?


 


Legitimacy (justification for owning enslaved people)     To protect all groups involved          To protect rights


 




Analysing the Barbados Slave Code of 1661       Which of these do laws allow for?  Explain why you have selected what you  have.  

Former laws do not recognised that  “Slaves…Negroes”, are “an  heathenish ,  brutish ,  and an  uncertain dangerous   kind of people”, that  must be controlled through laws to protect  planta tions and rule “how to govern such Slaves”...  “ we are not to leave them to the arbitrary, cruel,  and outrageous wills of every evil disposed  person ”, but instead “protect them as we do many  other goods and  Chattels ”… as they have no  knowledge of God, white   people have a duty to look  after the enslaved persons for their own good.   “If any ... slave whatsoever shall offer any violence  to any Christian by striking or the like, such ... slave  shall for his or her first offence be  severely  whipped   by the Constable. For his second offence  of that nature he shall be severely whipped, his  nose slit , and be  burned in some part of his face  with a hot iron . And being  brutish slaves , [they]  deserve not, for the  baseness  of their condition” to  receive the  rights to a trial or a jury.     Paraphrased and quoted from:   ( https://slaverylawpower.org/barbados - slave - code/ )  
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