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Extract from Thoughts and Sentiments of the Evil and Wicked Traffic of the Slavery and Commerce of the Human Speicies by Ottobah Cuguano: CUP, 2013.
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__ . . butby this time 1 had got wel 2"
quainted with fome of the children of my uncle’s
hundreds of relations, and we were fome days 00
venturfome in going into the woods to gather frols
and carch birds, and fuch amufements as pleal®
us. One day I refufed to go with the reft, being
rather apprehenfive that fomething might hapP<”
to us; ull one of my play-fellows faid to e
b;cgufc you belong to the great men, you i
;raxd to venture your carcafe, or elfe of the

ounfam, which is the devil. This enraged ™
much, thatI fet a refolution to join the relt

= h £
€ went into the woods as ufual; but we had nz'

been above two hours before our troubles b¢&?
when
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ON THE EVIL OF SLAVERY.  ,
when feveral great ruffians came upon
ly, and faid we had committed ;)o f'aul;z {ggjf:[i
their lord, and we muft go and anfwer for it our
{elyes before him. ?
Some of us attempted in vain to run away, but
piftols and cutlaffes were foon introduced, threat-
ening, that if we offered to ftir we fhould all lie
dead on the fpot. One of them pretended to be
more friendly than the reft, and faid, that he
would fpeak to their lord to get us clear, and de-
ired that we fhould follow him; we were then
immediately divided into different partics, and
drove after him. We were foon led out of the
way which we knew, and towards the evening, as
we came in fight of a town, they told us that this
great man of theirs lived there, but pretended it
was too late to go and fee him that night. Next
morning there came three other men, whofe lan-
guage differed from ours, and {poke to fome of
thofe who watched us all the night, but he that
pretended to be our friend with the great man,
and fome others, were gone away. Weafked our
keepers what thefe men had been faying to them,
and they anfwered, that they had been alking
them, and us together, to go and feaft with them
that day, and that we muft put off feeing the
great man till after; little thinking that our
doom was fo nigh, or that thefe villains meant to
feaf.t on us as their prey. We went with them
again about half a day’s journey, and came ta 2
great multitude of people, having different mufic
Playing ; and all the day after we got there, we
1\_ver<; very merry with the mufic, dancing and
Inging, Towards the evening, we Wwere again
perfuaded that we could not get back to where

the great man lived till next day; and when E;g;
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: arated into different houfes
QLS gf‘g‘:’emc ;f;;,gp When the next morning
\:;‘t‘}‘me ‘I :fked for the men that brought n:ie Ithere,
and for the reft of my T s
at they were gone to
;:gicd}ome an, gungs and powder, and thatdfo;;nc
of my companions were gone with themf an ht a:
fome were gone to the fields to do fomet ,li‘b
or other. This gave me ftrong fufpicion that
there was fome treachery in the cafe, and I began
to think that my hopes of returning home again
were all over. 1 foon became very uneafy, not
knowing what to do, and refufed to eat or drink
for whole days together, till the man of the houfe
told me that he would do all in his power to get
me back to my uncle; then I eat a little fruit
with him, and had fome thoughts that I fhould be

fought after, as I would be then miffing at home
about five or fix days. I enquired every day if
the men had come back, and for the reft of m
companions, but could get no anfwer of any faris-
attion. I was kept about fix days at this man’s
houfe, and in the evening there wag

came and talked with him a good i

heard the one fay to the other he muft go, and
the other faid the fooner the better ; that man
came out and told me that he knew my relations
at Agimaque, and that we muft fet out to-morrow
morning, and he would convey me there. Ac.
cordingly we fet out next day, and travelled til]
dark, when we

€ame to a place wh
fome fupper and flept. Hcpc s e sad

! arried a large ba
with fome gold duft, which he faid he hadgto buy
fome goods at the fea fide to rake with him to
Agxmaqpe. Next day we travelled on, apnd in
the €vening came to 3 town, where I faw feveral
A B
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white peoples which made me afraid that they
would €2t m¢, according to our notion as children
in the inland parts ot the country, This made
me reft very uneafy all the night, and next morn-
ing 1 had fome vituals brought, defiring me to
eat and make hafte, as my guide and kid-napper
told me that he had to go to the caftle with fome
company that were going there, as he had told me
before, to get fome goods.  After I was ordered
horrors I foon faw and felt, cannot be

out, the
well defcribed;; I faw many of my miferable coun-
trymen chained two and two, fome hand-cuffed,
and fome with their hands tied behind. We were
conduéted along by a guard, and when we arrived
at the caftle, I afked my guide what I was brought
there for, he told me to learn the ways of the
browfow, that is the white faced people. I faw
him take a gun, a piece of cloth, and fome lead
for me, and then he told me that he muft now
d went off. This made me cry

leave me there, an
bitterly, but 1 was foon condutted to a prifon,

for three days, where I heard the groans and cries
of many, and faw fome of my fellow-captives.
But when a veflel arrived to conduét us away to the
thip, it wasa moft horrible fcene ; there was no-
thing to be heard but ratcling of chains, {mack-
ing of whips, and the groans and cries of our fel-
Jow-men. Some would not ftir from the ground,
when they were lathed and beat in the moft horri-
ble manner. I have forgot the name of this in-

fernal fort ; but we were taken in the fhip that
dy to fail from

came for us, to another that was rea
Cape Coaft. When we were put into the fhip,
we faw feveral black merchants coming on board,
but we were all drove into our holes, and not fuf-
fered to fpeak to any of them. In this fituation
we




