
 

   

 

 

British made deals and 
played African groups 

against each other, 
causing larger ‘states’ 

to break up into 
smaller ones. 

 
Majority of African 

captives were male. 
This left women of 
the community to 

take up their 
traditional roles in 

farming and fishing. 
 

The trade forced 
individuals to make a 

choice: either take part 
in the trade and raid 

other communities, or 
risk being raided 

themselves. 

Elites became the most 
wealthy from the slave 

trade. This created 
wealth for those who 
took part in raids, but 

misery and poverty for 
those who were being 

raided. 

Africans who took part 
in the slave trade 

gained so much profit 
from this that it 

discouraged 
development other 

forms of trade. 

 
Africans who did not 
take part in the trade 

struggled to do 
business as normal. 
Going to markets for 
trade ran the risk of 
being captured on 

the way. 
 

Raids and wars forced 
African groups to 

move. This led to the 
spread of disease and 

food crises. 

The loss of around 12 
million Africans led to a 

‘Brain Drain’. Those 
taken would have 

contributed to African 
economies. 

 



 

   

 

 
To justify taking 

Africans into slavery, 
racist attitudes towards 

people from Africa 
developed that still 

exist today. 
 

 
The slave trade saw 

European goods 
become symbols of 
status and power. 

This led to less 
demand for goods 

produced by African 
manufacturers. 

 

Africans with high 
status sometimes 

worked with British 
slave traders. 

Europeans sometimes 
married Africans and 

established Afro-
European families.  

The introduction of 
European guns in 

exchange for captured 
Africans changed the 
dynamic of warfare in 

Africa. 

 


